
My forbidden edito in July 2009 
 
It’s been officially a month that summer has begun. Temperature rises. Siesta has become a nice 
habit. Evenings are long and inviting for parties…and love stories.  
 
On the shores of our Union, Europa is also preparing 
for a lovely summer and why not, a passionate love 
story. Our Phoenician goddess has opted for some 
plastic surgery to be (evermore) attractive. It involved 
quite an overall facelift – a new Parliament, a new EU 
Presidency. Yet the surgeon has not completed the 
work – José Manuel Barroso may stay on as President 
of the European Commission. Will Europa manage her 
full makeover and succeed in reaching out to the 
hearts of European citizens? 
 
As European citizens – often called ‘the general public’ 
– we’ll probably have to wait for November to have a 
concrete idea of the future of our Union. It is as if 
you’re preparing to go out partying. You think all is on 
the right tracks – all EU Member States have agreed 
to nominate Barroso for a second mandate. Then your big brother gets in the way and tells your 
parents not to let you out – the European Parliament is using his small yet ever-increasing power 
to question and postpone Barroso’s nomination. So you’re doing your best to charm your parents 
and convince them letting you go is the most sensible decision. Yet tension is high and what 
seemed just an ‘acquis’ has turned into a struggle… Barroso may have the least relaxing summer 
holidays ever.  
 
Why wait for November you may ask? There is yet no assurance that the Irish will vote ‘yes’ to 
the Lisbon Treaty. If the stalled treaty were to come into force, the consequences on the EU 
institutional structure and inter-relations would be unprecedented. For the first time in history, the 
EU would have what we may call an ‘EU president’. Who’s best suited for the job? On 15 July, 
UK Europe Minister and former Labour MEP Glenys Kinnock already announced Tony Blair as 
candidate for the job. Interesting when one remembers he is the one who reneged on his pledge 
to hold a referendum on the Lisbon Treaty in the UK.   
 
EU politics and inter-institutional battles will certainly make a few headlines in the coming months. 
Even if this summer won’t be relaxing for everyone, (…) wishes you happy holidays! 
 
Rendez-vous en septembre 
 
Marie-Hélène  
 


